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We are the Vilnius lvan Lutskevich Belarusian Museum, a public organization founded in 
Vilnius in 2001 by activists Siarhei Vitushka and Ludvika Kadzis. The organization arose from 
the need to take care of the Belarusian heritage in Lithuania - and now this task is more 
relevant than ever. 


Due to its location, our institution is one of the few Belarusian memory institutions that can 
afford to work without censorship and the risks that our colleagues in Belarus have to face. 
Our mission is to use this privileged position to support Belarusians who find themselves 
without hope or tools to deal with collective and individual trauma. We believe that these 
problems can be solved by delving into the Belarusian heritage and culture, by studying 
how our ancestors experienced their past, which is no less traumatic than our own. We do 
this through the creation of exhibitions that seek to engage the viewer as an empowered 
co-creator in the cultural process, and through educational and entertainment projects 
that create knowledge and encourage our audiences to connect with their identities and 
build strong social connections. We believe that in forced emigration, culture and 
community is what helps to preserve oneself and build the Belarus of the future. 
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OUR TEAM MEMBERS ARE 7 
DBELARUSIANS IN LOVE WITH - 
BGLARLS, 


The museum team currently consists of seven cultural activists and managers. They are 
professional museologists and educators who are interested in presenting Belarusian 
culture in a creative and original way. The museum is led by director Ludvika Kardis - a 
Belarusian activist with decades of experience behind her, as well as a scientific council 
consisting of Belarusian academicians, intellectuals and cultural activists. 


On the following pages, we will tell you a little more about what we do. You will see cultural 
and educational projects and a lot of work with the community. Of course, we work like any 
museum - we collect, preserve and popularize Belarusian heritage. But in the modern 
context, our priority is working with Belarusians who were forced to leave Belarus and 
ended up in Vilnius, helping them find their home in the Vilnius Belarusian community. 
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OUR EXHIBITIONS - 


For our exhibitions, we are looking for extraordinary stories of Belarusian culture and 
heritage. We believe in the ideas of a new museology, where the center of museum work is 
the community - and therefore we invite the viewers of our exhibitions to be active 
participants in the creative process. Among our recent projects is an exhibition about the 
connection between protests in Belarus and the patriarchy "How come freedom is a 
woman"; an exhibition dedicated to the centenary of the Belarusian Museum of Ivan 
Lutskevich based on our research with the book of visitors of this museum and big data; 
exhibition about Belarusian towels and heritage discourses "Interwoven". 


It is also important for us to use our platform so that Belarusians can hear more diverse 
voices of Belarusian creators (and not only Belarusians). Many Belarusian contemporary 
artists and art projects, Ukrainian photographers with an exhibition about the war, 
Lithuanian analogue photography festival were exhibited here. It is important for us not to 
limit ourselves to Belarusian creators, because we believe that contact and 
communication between cultures is the main factor of creative progress, from which all 
participants of this communication benefit. 
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THE BELARUSIAN 
WEEKEND SCHOOL 


In 2021, we launched an educational project for Belarusian children in Vilnius. In the 
Belarusian studies classes, the children studied their native language, history, and culture, 
as well as Vilnius and its surroundings - in other words, they integrated into the Lithuanian 


context, while preserving and building their identity. In the company of new peers and 
friends, of course. 


Today, in our second academic year, the school has grown to 14 groups - every week we 
offer Belarusian, English, Lithuanian, and Polish language classes, choir and theater, visual 
arts, robotics, therapy group, and much more. The classes are held for Belarusians aged 3 
to 16. More than 160 children attend the school. We also regularly organize Belarusian 
holidays for them - autumn harvest celebration, All Saints Day, traditional Christmas 
caroling, calling of spring, as well as carnivals and various excursions. Let's not forget 
about parents - for them, every weekend there is a parents' club, where therapists and 
doctors help answer the challenges faced by Belarusian families. 
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EDUCA TION FOR 
ADULTS : 


Adults need to learn too - but they need this learning to be fun and engaging 
(boring learning doesn't seem to interest any part of the age demographic, so we 
don't offer it :) ). Every Wednesday, we invite Belarusians to a meeting about their 
native language with the leading expert on the subject, Vintsuk Viachorka, where 
we enrich our vocabulary, and also do brush up our Knowledge of the grammar and 
culture of the language. Foreign language courses are also available for adults - you 
can learn Lithuanian and Polish for free. 


In our social media and live 
meetings we regularly 
introduce’ Belarusians to 
their famous compatriots - 
scientists, writers, cultural 
and public figures of the 
past. These people inspire 
us and our visitors to work 
for Belarus every day - we 
value our identity thanks to 
them, and our job is to 
continue this work for 
Belarus in the future. 


Community Culture Heritage 


| <= Li i || 


MEETINGS WITH 


ITALENT 
DBELARUSIANS 


MUSIC PERFORMANCES 


Almost every month, we have been inviting Belarusian musicians with acoustic 
performances (some have played more than once) - Aleksandar Pamidorau, Andrei 
Khadanovich, Zmitser Bartosik, Yuri Nesciarenka, Viktar Siamashka, Yauhen Baryshnikau, 
Viachka Krasulin, the bands "Svitanak", “Bielaruski tsud”, “Sun and Sea” and "Vyachorki" and 
many other cool Belarusians have performed for our community. 


VAR CIE Je eIN TS: 


Belarusians love to read. They love to write and translate, too. Therefore, we inevitably 
organize book presentations several times a month. Over the course of the past year, we 
were visited by many beloved household names: Sviatlana Kurs, Nasta Kudasava, Vital 
Ryzhkou, Siarhei Ablameika, Uladzimir Niakliaeu, Siarhei Dubavets, Aleh Minkin, Pavel 
Vaitovich and Aleksei Kovalev, Sabina Brylo, Stsiapan Stureika, Yugasya Kolyada, Vladislav 
Harbatski, Dmitriy Strotsev, Paval Antipau, Zmitser Vishniou, Vanda Martinsh, London- 
based “Skaryna Press” publishing house, and oh, it looks like there is no more space aE 
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COMMUNITY 
PROGRAMS : 


WOMENS CLUB 9g 


O O 0 CYCTPS4b! KaHOYara KNIO6y KO>KHbI ayTOpPaK 


every puceday women meet at isle museum RbILLbIBAHBHE 
to do traditional crafts, talk and sing. 

sometimes they invite experts to join them [] PO L| a [ AN M 
with a lecture or a workshop: ob-gyns, ; s 
therapists, self-defence coaches and other 
specialists relevant for contemporary female ~ 
experience. 
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POETRY READINGS a9 
ee KaHouagn 


we regularly organize poetry readings, where 


we listen to not only well-known poets, but Nas3bla 
we also invite everyone to read poems dear 

to our heart - their own or written by others.. Cn3M 
poetry helps us overcome life's difficulties, 


and sharing the words that saved us can also UbITAHbHI 
save someone else. 
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AND ALSO... 


RU ROS INGIBI Is i 99 


classical and contemporary writers. prose 
and poetry. for kids and adults. history, art, 
folkloristics, cultural periodicals. our library is 
the largest public Belarusian library in Vilnius. 
read it here or take it home. everyone will find 
a great read here. 


Fe ee Or. Olen 
PRISONERS 


care for those who are now hurting more 
than words can describe. every week we 
gather to write letters and postcards for 
Belarusian political prisoners - our heroes, for © MAUL €« 
whom support will certainly not be [aim Lt OS Ka 
superfluous. sigh Sot bel atch tl 
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AS WELL As.. 


GROUP AND 
INDEPENDENT TOURS i) 


FICTOPbII 


We know Vilnius well - and we are happy to BISIEHCKIX 
share our knowledge with everyone. We also DPYKAPHAY 
organize live tours along various city routes, as 

well as print booklets (and virtual versions for any ~yr 
smartphones) with routes that everyone can 
walk on their own - for example, about the 
multicultural history of printing in Vilnius or the 
folklore of the city. 


FIND ALSO Le OOF 
OQUBIE INURE 2 SIUING SI) ae 99 


not everything that happens in our space is 
collected in this booklet, but the curious ones 
are very welcome to visit us as a visitor or a co- 
creator and see for themselves. follow the news 
on our social networks: 


lutskevichmuseum 
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LET S&S TALK 


Would you like to join our cause, make an event in our space, or create a 
project together? Do you have any suggestions on what we could do better? 
We are so interested in hearing from you. Please write us. 

We are looking forward to getting to know you. 


HOW TO FIND US 


(©) +37068398144 
(@) hello@vilnia.com 
© Vilniaus 20, Vilnius, Lithuania 
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